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I.—Foreign POuitics. 


A correspondent of the Hablul Mateen [Calcutta] of the 23rd April has  xasiv: Marsey, 
es the following :— : i ta April 28rd, 1900. 
Lawlessness in Persis. Almost all Persians profess the same religion ; 
yet they are anxious to cut one another’s throat and plunder one another’s 
property. The cause of this is that Muhammadan law, pure and undefiled, 
is not enforced by the Persian Government. Does it. not move the 
Persian heart to hear the pathetic cry of the rural population, who, even in 
a Musalman country like Persia, are plundered by their own countrymen ? 
Even in the towns the people do not fure better. On the one side the hake 
unlawfully injure the people, while, on the other, the dignitaries, grandees, 
ecclesiastics, and rich marchanbe are, so to say, harassing the country gy to 
death with oppression and highhandedness. All this mischief is caused by the 
absence of Jaw in Persia. The law should be strictly and systematically 
enforced in Persia, so that justice may be administered without any distinction of 
rank and position. The nomadic population are doing great mischief to Persia. 
They are # standing menace to the security of life and property. Turkey, by 
systematic training, have taught her nomadic tribes to live a settled life, and 
the standing army of Turkey is largely recruited from these tribes. They 
are now even flocking to her public schools. If Persia had adopted such a 
policy 50 years ago, Turkistan would not have slipped out of her hands. 


2, Whe same puper says that Persia is very much deficient in military  Hastox Maress. 
training and strength. Her standing army is of an 

inferior order. ‘There is no systematic recruit- 

ment of troops. The Persian truops are being trained according to the very 

same system which some English officers introduced 50 years ago. 


3. The same paper has the following :-- HaBLUL MaTERN. 
| Z Persia ought to have some daily newspapers, 
A politics, home and although, on account of her defective postal 
wat arrangements, their circulation will be confined to 
the large towns, The object of these papers should be to point out the defects 
in her Government and the faults of her people, so that they may serve as 
guides to her ministers in eradicating the evils and ameliorating the condition 
of Persia. It should also be their duty to adversely criticise the unjust attacks 
made upon the Persian Government by the foreign press, A Russian paper 
says that the Shah and his Prime Minister are trying their best to improve the 
condition of Persia, but the extreme bighhandedness of the Persian officials has 
divided the Persians into two parties, one in favour of Russia and the other in 
favour of England. The internal administration of Persia is so bad that on the 
slightest instigation by Russia or England, the Persians will be ready to wel- 
come either of them into Persia. 


Another Russian paper makes the following extract from a German 
paper :— 

An English officer living at Teharan has recently made a tour all over 
Persia, in course of which he has gathered information about the internal 
administration of Persia. He tried his best to induce the Persians to be on 
good terms with the English Government. He has left no stone unturned 
to carry out his purpose. For this purpose alone the British Embassy in Persia 
handsomely pays a Persian dignitary. But in spite of all his efforts to enlist; 
Persian sympathy on the side of England, the tourist returned uneuccessful, 

Another Extract:—The Persians, one and all, are inclined towards Russia. 
The comwon people of Persia are very much dissatisfied with the present 
Government of Persia. The corruption of the Persian officials knows no bounds. 
These officials, one and all, take bribe from the people and do not redress their 
grievances. Persian trade is dwindling, andthe Persian treasury is being 
drained, ‘The people are suffering from. starvation. Northern Persia is crying 

inst the present rule, and is hopefully looking forward to the day when it 
will be annexed by Russia, so that the people may be liberated from the 
oppression committed by Persian officials, 


The Persian army. 
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4, Acorrespondent of the Hablul Mateen (Calcutta } of the 30th April 
Pat ae 6 ao writes as follows in continuation of what he wrote 
oak Cs abinl, ‘Miteen news- iN & previous issue of the paper :— 
paper But the Hablul Mateen exercises such a great 
influence on the mind of the middle and upper classes of Persia that they have 
acquired the habit of reading newspapers, and cot | think it @ meritorious act to 
read them. The paper, Hablui Maieen, 18 re with great interest even on 
pulpits by the alims of Persia who have unexpectedly overcome their aversion 
to newspapers. 

Ambassador :—Well, all this shows that the people of Persia are very 
intelligent, and that they will soon recover their lost position. Within a few 
days a good many Persian papers are likely to be started. But tell me how do 
the Persians treat the writings of the Hublu! Mateen ? 

The Persian :—I have already said that the Persians formerly used to 
think that newspapers contain nothing but fiction, rumour, ani fulsome 
flattery. It was a fashion with the Persian nobles to subscribe to newspapers 
simply to see whether they contained anything to their _ But the 
Hablui Mateen has entirely changed public opinion with regard to newspapers. 
In the opinion of the Persian public the Hablul Mateen contains truth and 
nothing but truth. Even those who are waiting for an opportunity to wreak 
their vengeance on the Hablul Mateen believe in the heart of their heart that it 
speaks the truth. The Persians are gradually taking a great interest in news- 
papers, as it is from these newspapers that they learn what is going on in the 
world and what Persia’s rivals are doing. They are very much pleased to see 
that newspapers do not falsely abuse any person. Whatever I have-told you 
just now is what the people say. I remember a story in this connection, which, 
I think, it will be very useful to recite here. 

Some seven or eight months ago I went to see a dismissed Persian official. 
AsI was talking to some friends I perceived this man suddenly changing 
colour at the sight of tae paper, Hablul Mateen, just brought in by his orderly. 
He took # cursory view of the paper, and then his face resumed its former 
expression. When I asked him the reason of this, he reluctantly said that he 
was anxious to see if it contained anything against him. From this I under- 
stood that he was afraid of the paper. Then I smilingly asked why he 
did not uproot the evil. He frankly confessed that the paper spoke the truth, 
and was doing good to his country. He also added that no one ever expected 
that the paper would strike such: terror into the Persian heart from its distant 
place of publication. 

5. The same paper publishes a Persian translation of extracts from an 

a English paper on the subject of the Amir’s conver- 
FR, Fe og csi towards sation with Mr. Martin, of which the following 
is an English translation :— 

The Amir, in his interview with Mr. Martin, interrogated the latter on the 
subject of search-lights and then on the subject of the Boer war. ‘The Amir said 
that he feared that England’s present crisis in South Africa might give 
Russia an opportunity to invade Afghanistan. He added that he had thought 
over this question from the Russian point of view, and had come to the 
conclusion that Russia would not be able to conquer Afghanistan, as her war 
with the Afghans would virtually be a war with Musalmans all over the 
world. Such a wur, said he, was sure to lead to an insurrection in tlie Musal- 
man dependencies of Russia, which, it would be too difficult to suppress even 
with the help of her extensive military resources. Moreover, added the Amir, 
the Russian dependencies hate the Russian Government. And even if her fight- 
ing strength were increased tenfold, she would not be able to cope with thecom- 
bined forces of England and Afghanistan. The Afghans, male and female, young 
and old, would fight to the death rather than submit to a foreign Power. The 
Amir expressed-his regret at the loss which England had sustained in the South 
African war, and he conjectured from his personal experience that British troops 
were deticient in military tactics. The Amir also said that he could have 
helped England in the present war with 50,000 troops if they had been accus- 
tomed to sea voyage. He considered England’s trouble, weakness and. strength 
as hisown, Heenquired whether he was not anally of Englaud,and he assured 


. Mr. Martin of his readiness to help England in any war on land whether in 
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‘a or elsewhere. With reference to the letter addressed to him by the 
mcm of India, he said, that while acknowledging his fidelity, it forbade 
him to purchase any more arms aod ammunition, lest the British Parliament, 
on suspicion should prohibit bim from buyin g arms and ammunition. The letter, 
he continued, praised him for his fidelity, but at the same time suspected him. 
He failed to reconcile these two evidently contradictory points in the letter. 
The Amir added that when he came to Afghanistan he was alone. The English 
instead of supplying him with arms and ammunition forbade him to purchase 
them at his own cost. When the Boundary Commission came to Cabul he asked 
some important questions, but he had not yet been favoured with a reply 
thereto. He said that if the Government considered him faithful, it ought to 
have supplied him with arms and ammunition, but if it questioned his fidelity, 
he wanted a plain avowal of this suspicion so that he might purchase arms 
from other European countries. hen the Amir sent to the Government a 
copy of the letter sent to him by Russia, informing him that the railwa from 
Kushk would be beneficial to the commerce of both Russia and Afghanistan, 1t 
directed him not to send any reply to that communication, but when he 

ceived that in such a case his silence would be misconstrued into consent, 

e wrote to Russia objecting to her proposal. When he informed the Govern- 
ment of the reply he had sent to Russia, it approved of it. 
The Amir finally said that for 20 years he was acting mp reie He was 
bound to procure arms and ammunition at any cost to prepare himself against a 
Russian invasion. 


II.—Home ADMINISTRATION. 
(a)\—Poiice, 
6. The Medint Bandhav [Midnapore] of the 25th April complains that 
robberies are taking place in many villages bordering 


Robberies in the Midnapore the railway in the Midnapore district. One Ismail 


district. Mallik of Betrui, who was travelling in a cart with 


some money, was surrounded by four people near Bakhrabad, but fortunately 
escaped. Several people surrounded a poxciayat and chaukidar of Lahapur near 
that village, but as the two policemen had no money with them, they were let 
off. A woman had gone to a tank to drink water leaving her basket of rice on 
the roadside: two men walked away with her basket. Three men gagged a 
carter and forcibly took away Rs. 5 as well as somerice from the cart. Occur- 
rences like these are frequently taking place. Nottospeak of travelling by 
night bv the side of the railway, villagers do not venture to travel alone even b 
day. The rich and the poor are alike afraid of thieves and dacoits. Robberies 
like these were seldom hcard of before in these parts. These robberies have 
become frequent since the construction of the railway. Government should 
take steps to protect the poor villuge people. 

7. The Khulna ( Khulna] of the 26th April says thatin winter melas are 


a oo — in many places in the or gece district. Low- 
holes dintiee te ? ~=sclass_- prostitutes carry on their profession in these 
ee melas in broad daylight in sede but partially 
screened from view to the great disgust of all decent people. The effect of 
these obscence sights on the motley throng who go to the meas can be easily 
imagined. It ishoped that the district authorities will no longer remain in- 
different in the matter. 
8. A correspondent of the Rangpur Dikprukash [Rangpur] of the 26th 
April says that a sannyast who came lately to 
The rude behaviour of the Nil- Nilphamari and pleased everybody by his affability 
Pa Pouce towards ® san was suspected by the police to be a fugitive 
offender and was treated as such. One day the 
Police Inspector behaved very rudely towards him to the great annoyance of 
the First Munsif and others. Could not the police have performed its duty in a 
more courteous spirit? 
9. The Sanjay [Faridpur] of the 27th April publishes a letter from a 


coe _ correspondent, in which it is stated that the officer 

. tL, # ionlomt et Jasai, in charge of the zamindari cutchery at Jasai is 
bent upon acquiring the property of poor Musal- 

man raiyat of Samaspur by force, and with that view weut there with a large 
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number of lathials. But he had to retreat, as a large number of Musalmans came 
forward to protect the raiyat. The officer, however, intends to occupy the 
roperty with the assistance of a larger number of izthtals. The correspondent 
hes witnessed pr tions for a mighty affray at Jasai. Babu Chandrasekhar 
Kar, Deputy Magistrate of Manikganj, is said to be a co-sharer of this zamin- 
. It is strange that the servant of an educated and generous zamindar like 
him should behave in this way. It is hoped that he will soon take steps to 
prevent this imminent affray. 
10. The Mihir-o-Sudhakar [Calcutta] of the 27th April writes that the 
7 _.  Bakr-Id riot at Naihati was brought about by the 
The Bakr-Id riot at Naihati. § Hindus, The Musalmans of Naihati applied to the 
District Magistrate for permission to slaughter cows, but the permission was no 
granted. Emboldened by this, the Hindus trespassed into the houses of Musal- 
mans, and insulted even Musalman women. This shows that the Musalmans do 
not always provoke a disturbance. 
11. A correspondent complains in the Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 27th 
_ April that one Jugal ‘Tamli of Torhang, post office 
aa of fraudulent cooly recruit- ulin thana Jhalida, district Manbhum, has been 
fraudulently recruited by Bhowani Singh and 
Lakshmimani. He has been registered as a Bauri of Duarbu, the native village 
of his father-in-law. He has written a letter to his brother from the Dinjan 
tea-garden, Dibrugarh, praying for Rs, 160, without which he will not be let off 
by the tea-planter. But his brother is blind and too poor to pay this sum. It 
is hoped that the authorities will take this case into their consideration. 
Another correspondent complains that the whereabouts of Jasoda Baurini, 
a young girl, who was fraudulently recruited, cannot be found out. She is 
under age and cannot sign a contract. Moreover, any contract signed by her 
is null and void. Itis most likely that some one passing for her guardian has 
signed the contract for her. She has been registered under a false name. 
12, The same paper complains of highway robbery in Ayundi, a village 
; _ in the Jahanabaa subdivision of the Hooghly 
the Heoetly disteat  “*#*'™ district. The neighbourhood of two tanks, called 
Rana tank and d:/ Bamna, is the haunt of these 
highway robbers. On the 29th March last, one Bhutnath Ray of Hamisbati 
was attacked by these highway robbers and had a narrow escape. 
13. Referring to the case in which a railway head constable, named 
Pear genet Ger hy Dular Singh, and a plague doctor attached to the 
constable anda plasue docior. . Chapra railway station are suspected to have run 
away with a female named Badawa, a Kshatri 
girl, aged about 16, a correspondent of the Lharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 30th 
April says that an enquiry is being made by a Railway Inspector, Mr. Todd, 
and a Bengal Police Inspector, Babu Sri Nath Lahiri, But Mr. Todd, who is the 
local Railway Police officer, is nut expected to act impartially in the case. In. 
some previous charges brought against Dular Singh, Mr. Todd did not, out of 
favour, even transfer him. In fact, Dular Singh and the plague doctor are in 
all probability at the root of the evil. And this may be proved by the fact that 
the same day on which Badawa eloped, the plague doctor and Dular Singh 
were absent from duty. It is hoped that Babu Sri Nath Lahiri will leave no 
stone unturneil to unravel the mystery of the case. 
14. The same paper fails to understand which of the two contradictory 
idee laiers | S2tements regarding the assault upon three Euro- 
at Dinapore. on muropean sormers pean soldiers is correct. The Englishman says that 
the natives beat those soldiers on their way to the 
Dinapore cantonment But the Amrita Bazar Patrika says that those soldiers 
were beaten away by some natives from a house in a village into which the 
soldiers had entered with the object of violating a native woman. aS 
15. With reference to the riot at Cawnpore, the same paper observes that 
impartial justice is expected at the hands of Sir 
Antony MacDonnell in this case. His Honour’s 
sagacity and farsightedness will not allow any innocent person to be punished, 
as it will not allow the guilty to go unpunished. His kindness towards the 
subject people has made Sir Antony 80 popular that the people of the North- 
estern Provinces have applied to the (tuvernment for an extension of his term 


ythe Cawnpore riot. 
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f service. No one expected that under the auspicious rule of @ Governor like 
Sir Antony a natbouse tke that of Cawnpore, which has ended in loss of life, 
would take place. It is to be hoped that the judicial functionaries who are . 
charge of the Cawnpure riot case will try the case with a free and unbiassed mind. 


e 


16, The Bankura Darpan [ Ban ura } of the Ist May publishes the BaNKURA DARPAN, 


following letter written by Banamali Chattaraj, a 
Brahman boy who has been decoyed to an Assam 


A cooly case. 


tea-garden, to his uncle: 


HonovurepD Sm, 


7 - [save the honour to state as follows after obeisance: On th® 
5th or 6th Falgun (16th or 17th February) last my agreement was registered 
at Dhubri. I amin the Bisakupi garden.’ The fact is that I must die if I 
have to dig in this way for one or two months more. Do what you think 

roper. hat more shall I write? Gaurabi Bauri, the Musalman Kesekul 

wami, Sambhudas, and the Musalman Panumalla, these recruiters sent me up 
from the depdt of Khudiram Ghoshal at Purulia. Do therefore what you 
think proper, for how long shall I live if I have to dig 30 nals under such 
hot suns and heavy showers? 


; Sri BanaMatr CHATTARAJ, SENDER. 
18th Apri 1900. 


P,S.—I have been described as a kamar (blacksmith) in the agreement. 
The agreement is for four years, You ask of what caste I have declared myself 
in the agreement. [ did not know of what caste they declared me. On my 
coming to the garden, I saw the agreement and found that I had been 
declared to be a kamar, If you have any kindness for me, save me, for I can- 
not express in writing my sufferings in this place. Godulone knows how great 
that suffering is. The sufferings of prisoners in jails are probably lighter 
than this. My agreement was made on the 5th or 6th Falgun last. But I can- 
not say when I came to this place. I state even this from memory, Reply 


immediately on the receipt of this letter. 
Address— 


Bisakupi, Parade Line, pargana Dumduma, zilla Dibrugar. 


(6)— Working of the Courts. 


1%. The Charu Mihir (Mymensingh] of the 24th April complains that 
mag ae _ Babu Ghanasyam Gupta, First Sub-Judge of 
nasyam Gupta, First M 5 nar ° ° 
fubSuden i fmendaak. ymensingh, sometimes rudely conducts himself 
towards the pleaders. In suit No. 34 of 1900 the 
defendant admitted that he bad executed a bond in favour of the plaintiff and 
asked the favour of being permitted to pay off the plaintiff’s claim by instalments. 
The Sub-Judge postponed the hearing of the suit and ordered the plaintiff 
to appear in person, On the 20th April, when the hearing was resumed, the 
defendant renewed his epprentios for permission to pay off the claim b 
instalments. The plaintiff, however, was not present. The Sub-Judge was 


going to dismiss the suit on this ground, when the plaintiff’s pleader Babu 


Dwarakanath Acharyya, impatiently said that the Court had no ground to 
dismiss the suit as the defendant had admitted the claim. He also said that 
the plaintiff was absent on account of his illness. Upon this the Sub-Judge 
lost his temper. He ordered the pleader to stop and said; ‘I will show you,” 
‘‘ Peshkar,” he also exclaimed, ‘don’t call him in any case.” The hearing was 
again postponed. 

_ In another case also Babu Dwarakanath Ach was the pleader for the 
plaintiff. A witness for the plaintiff was asked to mention the name of the 

rson who had executed the bond, which was the subject matter of the suit. 
The witness answered that he did not remember the name. The pleader 


asked him to refresh his memory by looking at the bond, The Sub-J udge 


refused to hand over the bond to the witness, and addressing the pleader 
said: “Just now I will show you, usk apology.” The pleader replied that he 
had done nothing wrong and was ready to apologise if he had done anything 
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. The Sub-Judge said that no conditional apology would do. The 
leoder then said that A would produce another witness and the Court should 
not injure his client, because he was angry with him. The Sub-Judge 
replied :—“‘ Clients must suffer for engaging such impertinent pleader.” 


The pleader then asked the witness whether he had signed the bond: 
The Court asked the peshkar to show the witness only his signature to the bond. 
Looking at his signature, the witness said that the bond had been executed 
y the defendant. But the Sub-Judge did not accept’ this deposition, and 


b 
dismissed the suit, repeating his threat to the pleader—‘“ I will show you.” 


It is a regret that un old and experienced Sub-Judge like Babu Ghanasyam 
Gupta should so far forget himself as to conduct himself in this way. 


18. The Basumati | Calcutta) of the 26th April writes as follows :— 
Lord Curzon has had something to say on the 
ase Resolution on the Chaprs Chapra case. He has said many things, but has 
done nothing. He has analysed, criticised and 
condemned; he has even rebuked Sir John Woodburn, but there the matter 
ends,. ‘“ The Government of India,” writes His Excellency, ‘‘do not propose 
to interfere with the orders which the Bengal Government have passed.” 
The Viceroy, however, admits that “the punishment inflicted, if not adequate 
to the offence, is at least substantial.” It is useless to publish such a resolution. 
Like a fond grandfather, who loudly scolds his offending grandson to please 
his neighbours, but never chastises him, the Viceroy has condemned the 
offending officers, but has not adequately punished them. The resolution has 
not satisfied us. 


19. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 27th April writes that stamps worth 
about Rs. 5,000 or Ks, 6,000 were found missing 
ee from the Calcutta Collectorate. The matter was 
kept secret for a long time, with the view of ascertaining whether these stam 
had been stolen or not. It was at last decided to deduct the value of the 
stamps from the cashier’s pay, but the theft has been meantime traced, and the 
thief arrested at Chandernagore. So it seems the cashier will now be let off. 
According to an informant there is very great disorder in the Calcutta 
Collectorate. 


20. The same paper thus comments on the decision of the Calcutta High 
Court in the appeal against the decision of the 
lower court in the Hazaribagh case :— 

The decision has not satisfied us. We fail to 
understand whether the sentence of simple imprisonment passed on the accused, 
who caused the death of a native, is justice or a travesty of justice, But we 
ought to be satisfied with our lot, and remain grateful to the High Court, for 
without it even this small measure of justice would not have been obtained. 


21. ‘I'he same paper complains that at the last Mukhtarship examination 

: _ the questions were dictated to the candidates, The 

aint last Mukhtarship Exami- dictation occupied two hours and the candidates 

| had barely one hour to answer the twelve questions 

which were set to them. The questions, again, were in English, although 

many of the candidates were expected to answer them in Bengali. These 

Bengali-knowing candidates failed to clearly understand the meaning of the 

uestions. It is to be hoped that the authorities will take all these points into 
their consideration in assigning marks to the candidates. 


22. The same paper complains that Babu Chandra Narayan Singh, who 


oy is an experienced Deputy Magistrate and occupies 
wt 5 Aoacen econ eagaag the en place in the Son gal Provincial Civil 
| vice, was not granted promotion, which was his 

due, on the excuse that he has completed fifty-five years of his age. There is 
no rule, by virtue of which the claim to promotion of a public servant, who has 
been granted an extension of service, can be ignored. According to an order 
of the Secretary of State, an able and peo public servant should not be 
made to retire simply on account of his age. Mr. Martin (Masters? ) was 
appointed Inspector-General of Police in spite of his age. Is Chandra -Babu’s 
complexion against him ? os : . 


The High Court in the Hasari- 
bagh case. 
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23. The same paper complains of the conduct of the Additional Munsif of 


i a Ranipur Hat. A few dayse-ago, a poor Brabmati 
The Additional Munsifof Ram- of Muluti applied to the sarishtadar for coptes of 
pur Hat. } rs in connection with his suit. ‘There was: an 
altercation between the Brahman and the sarishiadar, This having been brought 
to the notice of the Munsif, he examined three witnesses, framed a —— 
against the poor Brahman and sentenced him to a fino of Rs, 200 or, in default, 
to one month's imprisonment. It is hoped that the authorities will enquire into 
his complaint. Lee : 
94. . The same paper thus comments on the Government of India’s Resolu- 
tion on the Chapra ¢ase:— 
Lord Curzon’s Resolution on the Chapra case 
has given us both pleasure and pain. It gives us 
leasure, because we learn from it that the official conspiracy in the case has 
fees brought to the notice of the Viceroy and he has made himself personally 
cognisant of the evil consequences resulting from the unholy union of judicial 
and executive functions. The Resolution gives us pain, because it rebukes 
Mr. Pennell for his moral courage and uprightness: It is true that Mr. Pennell 
lost his temper at the oppression committed by the executive officers and 
strongly criticised their conduct in his judgment. He ought not to have - done 
this, but still we must say that such oppression and highhandedness cannot 
but move the heart of a rightminded man. The Viceroy has not interfered 
with the orders passed by the Lieutenant-Governor, though he admits that the 
unishments inflicted by His Honour are inadequate, His Excellency would 
ave satisfied the public much more if he had interfered with the orders of the 
Bengal Government. The light punishment inflicted on officials for a serious 
offence sadly contrasts with the severity of the punishments which are inflicted 
on common offenders. The public expected more from Lord Curzon and they 
have been disappointed. Sweet words alone do not gratify the public. 
25, The Sanjay Semen ? : the “g » — re = the oe of 
; | aridpur is holding his Court in the morning, 
Morning Court ot Posidpes, A se Disteiot Judge is holding his during 
the usual hours. The writer does not remember whether any European 
Magistrate of this place ever held his Court in the morning. The present 
Magistrate is a Bengali like the writer, and the writer must own that the 
midday heat is not quite intolerable to him. However, that may be, this state 
of things is very inconvenient to pleaders, parties and amia alike. The 
pleaders have to attend Court twice in the day, in the morning and again at 
noon, A morning Court 18 very inconvenient to parties who live at some 
distance from the town, for they have to come to town overnight to be able to 
attend Court in time. It is also very inconvenient to the amla many of whom 
have to do their own marketing and cooking. It is not easy to understand 
how the Divisional Commissioner granted permission for the holding of 
morning Court.in spite of so many inconveniences. : 
26. The Bangabandku [Chandernagore] of the 28th April writes that 
The theft of stampe in the CL Hem Chandra Bandyopadhyaya of French 
Calcutta Collectorate, = SCté« Ch andernagore, who was a clerk in the Calcutta 


Collectorate, used .to sell stamps secretly and 
misappropriate the proceeds. He also borrowed some money from his friend 


Babu Girish Chandra Chandra, the cashier of the Calcutta Collectorate, but 


did not pay him, Girish Babu executed a decree against him when two or 
three stam ps were discovered in Hem Chandra’s possession. | 


27. ‘The Bangavast | Calcutta] of the 28th April has the following on th 


Sebl Cece en Ointiicenh yi serene of India’s Resolution on the Chapra 


The Government of India’s Resolution on the Cha ra case 13 
In the opinion of the Pioneer the Viceroy should ‘not 


The Resolution on the Chapra 


fair and just. 
ave made'so much of 


this miscarriage of justice. We, however, have no doubt that the resolution. 
will serve.as a warning to many hasty and highhanded judicial and executive 
strates of the stamp of Maulvi Zakir Hosain, who, 

agistrates, commit such. miscarriage - of justice will no 
‘in future. - The resolution also proves it to the world 
sense of justice in penning his judgment: 


officers. Deputy M 
entirely puiled by 
doubt act more 
that Mr. Pennell was guided by his 
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It is true that he, as Lord Curzon rightly observes, lost his temper at the grave 

i lage of justice caused by the executive authorities of Chapra; but most 
conscientious judicial officers would, under similar circumstances, act as 
Mr. Pennell acted. Failure of justice takes place now and then, but Viceroys 
rarely take an official notice of it. By his Resolution on the Chapra case, the 


Viceroy has given rise to hopes and expectations in the public mind. 


298. The Daintk Samachar [Calcutta } of the 29th April says:— 

By reason of his impartiality and large-hearted- 
ness Lord Curzon has become the adored idol of 
our hearts. After Lord Ripon we have had no such impartial and godlike 
ruler. We cannot thank him too highly for his generous conduct in connection 
with the a case. 

29. Referring to the Sibold case, the Bharat Mitra Sete of the 30th 

April says that Sir John Woodburn having sus- 
pected that the decision of the Lower Court in the 
case was not satisfactory, appealed to the Calcutta 
High Court against that decision. The Calcutta High Court has enhanced 
the sentence on the accused. Thanks to Sir John Woodburn and the Judges 
of the Calcutta High Court who have impartially decided the case. 

80. The Bangabhumi [Calcutta] of the 1st May cannot help expressing 
its satisfaction at the High Court's decision in the 
Sibold case. It cannot but thank the two Judges 
who tried the case and the Lieutenant-Governor 
for this decision. They have soothed the writer’s anguished heart and inspired 
him with some hope. Formerly injustice and oppression like this was not 
remedied, but thanks to Lord Curzon and Sir John Woodburn, all that is now 
slowly making room for a more satisfactory state of things. 

31. The same paper says that Lord Curzon’s resolution on the Chapra 
case will remain recorded in imperishable characters 
in the annals of British rule in India. It will 
bring to their senses those oppressive officers who, 
vested as they are with both judicial and executive authority, sometimes abuse 
their dual powers. The writer will never forget the sense of justice displayed 
by the Viceroy in this case. 

82. The Viswadut [Calcutta] of the 2nd May hasthe following on the 
| decision of the Calcutta High Court in the 
Hazaribagh case :— 

Mr. Sibold is a white man and Gurudayal was 
a native. This is why the decision has been such. It would have been different 
if Gurudayal had been a European. How were Messrs. Trotter and King 
punished for assaulting Mr. Low? Was the assault on Mr. Low more severe than 
the assault on Gurudayal? No. Why then this difference between the decisions 
in the two cases? Is it necessary to explain the cause of this difference? In 
the case of Messrs. ‘Trotter and King, both parties were Europeans. In the 
Hazaribagh case, one of the parties was a native. 

But half a loaf is better than no bread; and although the decision in the 
Sibold case has not fully satisfied us, we should still thank the Calcutta High 
Court. For if the Hon’ble Babu Surendra Nath Banerji’s cry had not attract- 
ed the attention of the Calcutta High Court, the value of Gurudayal’s life 
would have remained fixed at Rs. 1,000. Moreover, this is the second time 
that the High Court has enhanced a punishment. We are sorry only because 
inadequate punishment is -aure to frustrate the object of punishment. 
Mr. Sibold isan Executive Engineer, and a fine of Rs. 1,000 is as a flea-bite 
to him. As for simple imprisonment, it is no punishment in the case of a 
European, We cannot say how far this punishment will make Mr. Sibold 
mend his ways. 

33. The same paper writes as follows :— 

meee nn pene aera So fortune is at last going to smile upon us. 
cial functions,  Ss«L6: appears that our kindhearted Viceroy is going 
to introduce that reform in the administration for 
which the cry of the Congress so long proved only a cry in the wilderness, 
which seemed to be unattainable even by the sympathetic efforts of Lord 
Hobhouse and others, and which could not be brought about even by the 
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patriotic exertions of Mr. Manomohan Ghosh. In his Resolution on the Chapra. 


case, Lord Curzon writes that the union of judicial and executive functions is 
under the consideration of the Government. This is hopeful. It 1s hoped that 


Lord Curzon, the generous and latge-hearted Lord Curzon, will fulfil our hope. 


34, The same paper thus comments on the Government of India’s Resolu- 
tion onthe Chapra case :— ' 
The Resolution on the Chapra The Viceroy’s sense of justice and duty has 
— agreeably surprised us. This strict watch over the 
conduct of the Provincial Government is sure to produce het results, The 
officials will now understand that they are not the absolute masters of the 
people, but that there is one who is keeping a watch over their conduct, and who 
is always ready to save the people from oppression and promote their welfare. 
This conviction in the mind of the officials is sure to reduce the chances of 
oppression. 
The Viceroy has no doubt done immense good to the country by finding 
fault with the officials and expressing dissatisfaction with their conduct. 
He would have done much more good if he hud not declined to inter- 
fere with the orders of the bengal Government. Light punishment for a serious 
offence is as much productive of evil as severe punishment for a trifling 
offence. The Kengal Government has only expressed its dissatisfaction 
with the conduct of the Police Superintendent. We do not think that this 
expression of dissatisfaction will in any way interfere with the Police 
Superintendent’s peace of mind. The District Magistrate’s promotion has 
been stopped for one year. Was he likely to have a chance of promotion 
within a year? As for Mr. Pennell, he has been ungenerously treated. It is 
true that Mr. Pennell has displayed animus in his judgment aud has severely 
criticised the conduct of the executive officers. But has he not done a real 
benefit to the Government by bringing to its notice the unlawful conduct of 
the executiue officers, which has been called shameful by the Viceroy? We, 
however, nevertheless thank the Viceroy for his Resolution, which will no doubt 
produce good results. 


(d) —Education. 


35. The Basumati [Calcutta] of the 26th April publishes the following 
: from a correspondent on the proposed scheme of 
a SS scheme of bifur- bifurcation of studies in the Entrance schools :— 

_ Even the lower classes desire respectability in 
these days, and the potter and the blacksmith, the washerman and the barber, 
have foresaken their ancestral callings and are receiving high education. Now 
if those callings can be made to assume an appearance of respectability, the 
children of the industrial classes will again betake themselves to their ancestral 
occupations. An English-educated native regards industrial work as degrading. 
The new scheme is sure to bring about a change in this opinion, and in the 
hands of educated men, arts and industries will improve. There can be no 
doubt that the new scheme will draw public attention to industrial callings, and 
that will be a great gain. It is not, of course, expected that the change will 
at once produce Krishna Pantis, Krupps and Srimanta Sadagars; but it will 
be no small gain if it enables Indian students to gain a proficiency in 
those industries, for which they have now to go to Japan. The Goyennment 
has shown to the Indian students that they have other things to do than 
passing the B. A. and M. A. examinations. Those boys who cannot master the 
text-books for the Entrauce examination, and fail to earn a decent liveli- 
hood will be much better able to pass the industrial examinations and will 
have much greater facilities for earning their bread, while those alone will 
receive high education, who possess the qualifications required to pass the 
University examinations and the means to bear its expenses. | 

It has become extremely desirable to open up new industries and occupa- 
tions fur the people We need not fear that the new scheme will lead to an 
overcrowding in the industrial occupations. ‘Technical education alone can 
solve the almost insoluble problem of poverty in this country, _ 

The editor thus comments on the above :-— | 


Technical education will not enable us to successfully compete with 
Englishmen. We Indians shel] neyer be able to produce such cheap and fine 


ViswaD0T, 
May 2nd, 1900. 


BasvuMatI, 
April 26th, 1900. 


Samay, 
April 27th, 1900. 


HitaVaDIl, 
April 27th, 1900. 


( 342 ) 


articles as those manufactured in England. Even if we acquire the requisite 
skill and knowledge, we shall always want the energy and organization which 
are possessed by Englishmen in a very large measure. Not long ago we used 
to produce whatever we require for our use. Only seventy years ago nothing 
but Indian goods were to be had in the market. hat is it that has killed the 
indigenous . industries ? Not certainly our ignorance, indifference, or want of 
skill, It is European competition which has brought about the destruction of 
our indigenous industries, It is im ossible for us to successfully cope with 
this European competition. It is equa ly impossible for us to check the flow 
of cheap European goods into this country. We live under the English 
Government. ‘The English are traders and manufacturers, and it is hunger 
which has made them traders and manufacturers. How can we be expected 
to successfully compete with them ? The earthen pot is sure to be broken to 
pieces when it comes into contact with the brass pot. We have materials, 
we have labour, we have everything ; but we have no market, no purchasers, no 
one to encourage indigenous industries. What good will technical education 
do us? We have tried to work mills and factories on European lines, but have 
met with utter failure. We opened match factories, cotton mills, iron foundries 
and hosiery mills, but we have not been able to make them a success. This 
is why the ery of technical education appears to us to be nothing better than 
a farce. Moreover, the technical education, which will be imparted to us, is 
sure to be of a very inferior and superficial kind. We are acquainted with the 
modes of instruction in vogue in the Sibpur Engineering School, and the 
Rurki Engineering College, and in the technical schools in the country. These 
institutions impart very little useful knowledge. Technical education will not 
improve our arts and industries. It will not also make these industries profit- 
able. Industrial occupations will not therefore assume an appearance of 
respectability. Moreover, Englishmen have not come to India with purely 
disinterested motives, ‘l'hey are traders, they are rulers. It is impossible to 
compete with them. 

36. The Samay [Calcutta] of the 27th April objects to the Senate of the 

Culcutta University arrogating to itself the power 
Power for the Senate to deprive to deprive convicted graduates of their degrees ; 
ee d graduates cf their frstly, because the Senate is managing affairs in 
so capricious a manner that if it gets the power, 
the writer will not be surprised to see it deprive many graduates convicted 
of petty offences of their degrees; and secondly, because society never fails to 
punish effectually a graduate who is guilty of such a grave offence as fraud or 
adultery. Will society ever encourage a physician who, having been called 
in to treat a respectable woman, takes advantage of the circumstance to corrupt 
her? And have not law courts the power to take away degrees and licenses 
from legal practitioners who cheat their clients or become guilty of any other 
fraud or deception? Society can even excommunicate a graduate who is 
guilty of misconduct. Justice Gurudus Banerji has also pointed out that since 
the creation of the Calcutta University no event has occurred to show that 
such a power is needed by the Senate in the interests of society. 

37. The Hitavaat [Calcutta] of the 27th April has the following with 

i alia : reference to the resolution moved by Dr. Gibbons 
Senne et Proposal in the at a meeting of the Calcutta University, praying 
for the permission of the Government to take 

away the degree of a graduate convicted of a criminal offence :— 

The speeches of Mr, Justice Rampini and Sir Francis Maclean have 
unsettled our mind. It is far from our mind that two High Court Judges 
have knowingly perverted the truth. But it is without doubt a matter of oreat 
regret that two wise and experienced Judges should believe in a false statement 
without enquiring into it, and cite an incident in support of that statement 
without ascertaining whether it ever took place. Who would not regret to 
find such hastiness in two Honourable Judges of the High Court ? The 
speakers ought to have made an enquiry into the truth or otherwise of a state- 
ment before they publicly made use of it. Our respect for them has been 
diminished by their not doing so. 
me bbl Hlon’ble J udges said that a native Assistant Surgeon, entrusted with 

ment of a native lady, had used criminal force to her, and had been- 
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sentenced to iniprisonment for this crime. ‘They ‘wanted to‘ know whether’ the 
members of the Senate wished to seo ‘this man penpther x by Por? ddvantage of 
his degree, We are compelled to say in reply that no such’ incident has taken 
place atiywhere in India. The Hon’ble Judges did not mention the namie 
of the imaginary offender. If the name of the Assistant Surgeon’ in Be somacvery 
had been given out, the public ‘would have seen that he was a medical practi- 
tioner : still enjoying the fullest confidence of the residents of the place 
where he practises. The speakers hinted that the incident took place in Banki- 
pore. Let us then ge the Hon’ble Judges by giving out the correct 
ion of this Bankipore incident. | | | 
' Phaws was an entre ent between the Civil Surgeon and the Assistant 
Surgeon of Bankipore. It is superfluous to g fe the practice of the Assist- 
ant Surgeon was much more extensive than that of the Civil Surgeon. The 
Civil Surgeon dismissed both the Assistant Surgeon and the Eurasian female 
doctor attached to the local hospital on the ground that there was a criminal 
intimacy between them, The Bankipore public did mot believe this charge 
to be true, and the practice of the Assistant Sargeon became much more 
extensive, because the public believing in his innocence began to patronise 
him more largely. The Assistant Surgeon was never prosecuted and was never 
sentenced to imprisonment, 


It is therefore a matter for congratulation that Dr. Gibbons’ resolution was — 


not passed. Dr. S, P. Sarvadhikari has earned the gratitude of the public by 
opposing the resolution. Most of those who supported the resolution were 
without doubt misled by this story of assault on a woman. For no one outside 
a lunatic asylum could be expected to support such a resolution. We would 
not have been surprised if the Senate which prescribed Lee-Warner’s book as a 
text-book, had passed Dr. Gibbons’ resolution. If the resolution had been 
passed people’s private character would have become the subject of public 
criticism. 
38. The Mthir-o-Sudhakar {Calcutta} of the 27th April has the follow- 
ing :— 
ab eat ® het . It has become very much desirable to found 
ee a high-class madrasa at Calcutta for the teaching 
of Arabic language and literature. The Calcutta Madrasa does not serve this 
purpose. English has been madé a compulsory subject even in its Arabic 
classes. There are Musalmans who want to learn only Arabic, in order to 
become alims and preachers. They are naturally unwilling to learn a foreign 
language, They want to be educated in a purely religious institution, and it 
has become urgently necessary for their benefit to open a madsasa in Calcutta, 
which should be conducted on the lines on which madrasas like the madrasa 
under the Anjuman Hemayat Islam of Lahore and the Deoband and Cawnpur 
Madrasas or the madrasas in Turkey and Egypt are conducted. Maulana Sufi 
Abubakar Saheb, the well-known Musalman preacher and philanthropist, has 
come forward to found such a madrasa, and it is hoped that he will be ably 
supported by the entire Musalman community. The object of this institution 
should be to produce learned alims and maulvis. The students should therefore 
be taught not only hadis, tafsts and feka, but also Arabic literature, science, com- 
position, und elocution. In this madrasa history, geography and mathematics 
ome oe be taught in Arabic; Persian, Urdu and Bengali should not also be 
negiected. | 
, 39. The Prativass Solent, of the 30th April has the following :— 


oa os he unanimous opposition which the native 
. The question of the revocation | 
of Gaede decease members of the Senate offered to Dr. Hendley’s 


proposal to ask Government to authorise the Uni- 
versity to revoke the degrees of graduates who might be convicted of an 


criminal offence, led us to suspect that, however much they might boast of their 
learning and intelligence, their attitude in this matter was only a fresh exhibition 
before Englishmen of their real character and disposition. The Vice-Chancellor 
let fall hints to that effect. In fact, when Raja Peari Mohan clearly expressed his 


. own vic ws regarding the value to be attached to University degrees, and contended 


that the possession of a University degree was no guarantee of good moral charac- 
ter, it behoved the members present, one and all, to hang down their heads in 
shame. You may use the sa/gram sila as acurrystone, you are free to convert the 
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jug of. an oe ioe Rishi into a wine cup, and there is nothing to prevent your 
purchasing a degree and making it @ principal means of earning money, but. 
what impudence it is to try to convince the world that such is really the use 
and significance of a degree? As the Indian Datly News rightly observes, 
‘swe were so long under the impression that it is only low people, steeped in 
ignorance and superstition who view ull attempts at reform with suspicion, but 
we now see that even the educated Bengali, who plumes himself on his learning 
and intelligence, belongs to the same class.” What wonder that the European 
community should be surprised and taken aback by such conduct on the part 
of the Bengali members of the Senate, In utter disregard of adverse criticism 
and public ridicule, the Lord Chief Justice of England is trying his best to put 
down corrupt practices in commercial transactions, while the educated leaders of 
our community show themselves perfectly unwilling to expel any immoral 

raduate from the ranks of the educated! This is the outcome of a study of 
Seana of books on literature, science, mathematics, philosophy, history, and 
astronomy! How exalted indeed the ideal of life of those whose genius and 
mental powers are said to have astonished the Western world! The men through 
whose arteries and veins the knowledge of the religion and morality of the Aryan 
Rishis is coursing even at the present moment, who, whether awake or asleep, 
recite the holy verses of the Gita and the Bhagavat, are opposed to the proposal 
to revoke the degrees of graduates convicted of criminal offence! Why should 
God tolerate this decline of religion and morality in the country where a 
Brahman who traduces the character of his guru incurs religious demerit and 
social obstracism and where usury, failure to look upon another’s wife as a 
mother, eating merely for the pleasure of eating, the mere touching of liquor and 
the looking at those in the act of sexual intercourse are visited with the same 
punishment? What wonder that the civilised world should look upon us 
with contempt, trample upon us, and hesitate to grant us the rights of citizen- 
ship? We may protest and criticise, but no one will heed our protests and 
criticisms, 

It is said that the case which was referred to by Dr. Gibbons as having 
furnished him with ground for making his proposal has no foundation in fact, 
and the doctor is being ridiculed. Supposing the case referred to by the 
doctor a false one, is it also false that the graduates consider it a glory to 
trample upon religion and morality ? Is it also false that a certain doctor who 
was ordered to inject poison into the body of 4u plague patient got the act 

rformed by a mehter, with the result that the patient met with his death? 
Must he be held to have committed no offence worth the name because he was 
let off without any punishment? Hundreds of under-graduates make false 
statements about their age. The matter attracted the attention of Dr, Martin, 
the late Director of Public Instruction. The authorities of the University, 
affect ignorance of the dishonest means which are employed by the graduates 
in order to keep up the required percentage of attendance at law lectures. 
Was not the case of one such dishonest graduate the cause, at one time, of the 
threatened disaffiliation of the Ripon College? Is moral deterioration proved 
only by conviction in a court of justice? No to speak of others, does not the 
sense of duty shown by even the leading members of the University exhibit a 
real disregard of, and contempt for, religion and morality? Do they carefully 
examine the books which they fix as text-books for the University? Are they 
always guided by their sense of duty ? It is idle to expect that the men who 
make so light of religion and morality would regard dishonest conduct with 
reprobation and adopt remedial measures. We now hear it stated that the 
University does not consider it necessary to make any arrangements for im- 
roving the morals of its graduates. But the following extract will show how 
in ancient times the Universities of Alexandria and Rome paid strict attention: 
to the moral character of their students :— 

‘‘ He was amenable for his conduct to the Censuates, as if they had been 
progin, aud he was reminded that the eyes of the world were upon him, that 

ehad a character to maintain, and that it was his duty to avoid clubs, of 
which the Government was jealous, riotous parties and the public shows, which 
were of daily occurrence and of most corrupting nature. If he was refractory 
and disgraced himself, he was to be publicly flogged and shipped off at once 
to his country. Those who acquitted themselves well, were reported to the 
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Government and received public appointments. The Professors were under 
the same jurisdiction as the students, and were sometimes made to feel it. 


(e)—Local Self- Government and Municipal Administration. 


40. A correspondent of the Barisal Hitaishs ( Barisal ] of the 25th April 
points out the following irregularities in the Barisal 
a Municipality :— 

(1) The work of inspecting the town is perfunctorily conducted, 80 per 
cent. of the Commissioners hardly going through the town even once & year. 

(2) The reserve tanks are not properly guarded, People dip unclean 
vessels into them and wash their dirty hands near them. The water of how 
many of them has been chemically analysed and with what result? The water 
of these reserve tanks is quite as impure as the river water. 

(3) The wooden privies of the town are a great nuisance, and the places 
behind them are so many little pools full of filth. aoe 

(4) The a do not remove the rubbish, but only sweep it into little 
heaps before people’s doors. | : 

(5) The watering of the streets by the water-carts is a very droll sight to 
see, It seems as if the carters had perversely closed the holes through which 
the water is to come out, é 

41, Accorrespondent of the Burdwan Sanjivant [Burdwan | of the 26th 
April complains that the droppings, urime and 
leavings of the numerous municipal oxen kept in 
the stall at Nawabdast mahalia at Raniganj, in the 
Burdwan district, are deposited day after wr on a spot in the south of the 


A nuisance in the Raniganj 
Municipality. 


~ mahalla. This is a great nuisance to the residents of the mahalla. The stench 


from it is so dreadful that respectable people are often obliged to leave their 
houses for atime. An appeal to the authorities has borne no fruit. If these 
droppings, &c., are daily removed, the residents of the mahalla will be rid of 
this nuisance. The newly-elected Municipal Commissioners are requested to 
attend to the matter. 

42. The Nava Yuga [Calcutta] of the 2¢th April says that cholera and 
small-pox are raging in different parts of Calcutta. 
But the authorities are busy hunting plague, and 
are taking no steps to put a stop to the ravages of 


Prevalence of cholera and small- 
pox in Calcutta. 


cholera and small-pox. Rotten fish, of all varieties, are now to be found in the 


town. ‘The use of fish is injurious in plague, cholera, as well as small-pox. If 
rotten fish is eaten by the people at a time when all these three diseases 
are raging, their condition will become deplorable. Government is requested to 
attend to the matter. 

43. The Hitakar wares © the 27th April says that the dead bodies 

which are sent to the Kushtia hospital for post- 
mortem examination are buried in shallow pits near 
the railway station, so that jackals and vultures often dig them out. The 
sight and the stench are a great nuisance to the residents of the locality, as well 
as to way-farers. It is much to be regretted that nothing has yet been 
done by the authorities to put a stop tothe nuisance which is taking place 
under their very eyes. 

44. A correspondent of the Hitavadi (Calcutta) of the 27th April com- 
plains against the Baranagore Municipality. The 
foul water of the Baranagore jute mill is poured into 
the municipal drain. The mill authorities were once fined for such practice, 
but the manager of the mill is now the Municipal Chairman. A privy belong- 
ing to the mill is on the Victoria Road and is a source of nuisance. The 
night-soil carts are filled publicly, and the buffaloes yoked to the carts sometimes 
drag them into Chatterji’s tank in Ward No. 2, the water of which is used 
by the residents of the ward. ‘The municipal authorities seem to be sadly 


A nuisance at Kusthia. 


The Baranagore Municipality. 


indifferent to the interest of the rate- payers. 


45, A friend of the editor, writing in the Sanjay Faridpur’ of the 27th 


April, complains that the large number of persons 
,, She Baek ferry. who cross the river at the Kushtia ferry have to 
suffer a great deal of inconvenience. Only one ricketty boat with one helms- 


man is kept, and the passengers have to ply the oars themselves, The boat is 
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crowded to the great risk of the passengers, There is no rest-house 
Tre'the | nance ers on the hin side of the river. . 
46. Inthe opinion of the Saraswat Paira Lessee of the 28th April 
pig the appointment of an official Chairman by no 
The Dacos Municipality. means means a death-blow to local self-govern- 
ment. The Magistrate has been elected a, Chairman by the maj ority of the 
Commissioners, and it may be hoped that under him the sanitation of the town 
will be improved. During the time of the non-official Chairman the sanitation 
of the town was in a most unsatisfactory condition, and for this local daladak 
was not a little responsible. The sanitary defects of Dacca are the follow- 
ing :— 
, (1) Want of good drains and bad flushing of the existing drains. 
25 Accumulation of filth on the sides of roads, 
o Very imperfect and irregular mehter service. 


(4) Bad watering of roads, aes 
(5) The indifference of the Health Officer to the sanitation of the town, 


It is hoped that the new Chairman will remove these defects and will also 
order the numbering of houses, oe 
47. The Bangabhum guise? of the Ist May says that the condition of 


oe the roads at North Sinthi, in the Baranagore 
atoll gp og Municipality, is deplorable. The ditches on both 
cipality. sides are overgrown with jungle, The number of 
lights in the streets is inadequate, and they are not regularly lighted. 


(g)—Ratlways and communications, including canals and irrigation, 


48, The Barisal Hitaishi [Barisal] of the 25th April complains that 


| passengers have to suffer a great deal of inconve- 

_ Irregularities in plying Khulna yience as the hours of arrival of the steamers which 

—— ply from Khulna to Chandpur or Cachar vid 

Balasore at the different stations ure uncertain. They seldom arrive at a 

station at the time stated im the Company’s time table. They are not also 

properly lighted at night. 

49. The Basumais Leccoinges| of the 26th April complains that the 

unmetalled road from Baoyali to Budge-Budge is 

in a very bad condition. There have been breaches 
in this road, and it becomes almost impassable during the rainy season. 

50. The Sunjay [Faridpur] of the 27th April says that a road between 


_ Angaria and Rudrakar, in the Madaripur sub- 

A road wanted in the Madari- ivision, is badly wanted. ‘l'his road will also prove 
pur subdivision. , , ‘ 

a means of removing the water-scarcity in those 

arts if ditches are dug on one or both sides to receive and retain rain water, 

it will also afford employment to many labourers. But the District Board is 

delaying the construction of the road on many pretexts. It is not easy to see 

why the road is not being constructed when the zamindars of Rudrakar are 
ready to contribute, to the best of their ability, towards its construction. 

51. The Basirhat Suhrid [Basirhat of the 28th April says that the 


Ls Hakimpur road along which many people from the 
> Don tend ie Sneenes. Satkhira subdivision and the khas mahal travel to 
Calcutta should be transferred to the jurisdiction of the District Board as the 


Local Board is unable to repair it properly on account of its slender means. 


Owing to this inadequate repair, the road becomes impassable in the rainy 
season. 


52. A correspondent of the Tripura Hitaishi (Tippera] of the 30th April 


a says that the District Board intends to construct 4 
ng Proposed Sylhet-Tippera road through Chunta which is to serve as a means 
a of communication between Tippera and Sylhet, 
and is, with that view, bent upon acquiring a narrow way in the village havi 
on both sides a large number of houses and tanks, A road between Sylhet an 
Tippera through Chunta will be a round-about one, for those who go from 
Fandauk to Brahmanberia travel vid Kalikachcha along the Sarail road. The 
mail which goes from Sarail does not also go through Chunta but through 
Kalikachcha. If the District Board is, however, bent upon taking the proposed 


A road complaint. 
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village or the road passing to the east of the village. In that case the District 
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road through Chunta, it should take for the purpose either of the two lerge 
roads which terminate respectively in the eastern and western limits of the 


Board will pot have to pay any compensation and the people will be saved 
from molestation. 


(h)— General. 
53. The Nasrat-ul-Islam {Calcutta | of the 20th April says that the plague 


stutistics show that the epidemic is ubating in 


The plague snd sanitation in Qgleutta. But still it seems that the actual number 
vse of plague cases is less than what is shown in the 
statistics, Strong measures ought to be taken to make the plague statistics 
correct. The sanitary officers of the Calcutta Municipality seem to be very 
perfunctory in the discharge of their duties. oy 

54, The Murshidabas Hitatshi ee of \ a sy fa gga that 

in appointing Babu Tarini Kumar Ghosh, Inspector- 

sh the car 95 Meena A Genual of “Resttention, Government wey done 
of Registration. injustice to Babu Chandra Narayan Singh. Babu 


Chandra Narayan Singh is a distinguished scholar of the Calcutta University, - 


and is reputed to be an able officer. He also belongs to a very respectable 
family, and is Tarini Babu’s senior. In short, he possesses all the qualifications 
needed for a high office. But his claim has been overlooked on the score of age. 
If superannuation is so grave a disqualification, why was it overlooked in the 
case of Mr. Masters, the newly-appointed Inspector-General of Police? 

55, A correspondent of the Hindu Ranjtka | Boalia, Rajshahi| of the 25th 

. ss tees April complains that the inhabitants of village 

in the Rejehahi istic, .—Sés attra, in the Rajshahi district, have to suffer great 

inconvenience from the want of a post office at that 

place. An appeal to the authorities has borne no fruit. The post peon visits 

the village only once a week in the rainy season and twice a week in other 

seasons. Even if a post office is not established, a letter-box should be placed 
in the village and the visits of the post peon should be more frequent. 

56. The Sanjivani (Caleutta} of the 26th April is glad to notice that, 
in order tu check the frequent occurrence of shoot- 
ing accidents, the Government of India has directed 
that for the present the issue of .shooting passes 
should be discontinued to European soldiers. It is right that those who abuse 
their privilege should be deprived of it, and evidence is not wanting to prove 
that European soldiers in India have abused their privilege of going out 
shooting. All India will be grateful to Lord Curzon for his order. 

57. ‘The same paper says that all classes of quay have been highly 


7 pleased at the order which has been recently passed 
auto order in the Rangoon out- by the Military Department regarding certain 
ge case | ; : 
officers and soldiers of thé West Kent Regiment 
implicated in the Rangoon case, and everybody is praising Lord Curzon’s 
high sense of justice. 
58. Acorrespondent writes in the Hituvads [Calcutta | of the 27th April that 
Cheating and forgery in the @ Clerk in the office of the Accountant-General, 
fies ot the Accountent-General, Benga) has been dismissed for cheating the Govern- 
ments. It is a regret that the Government has not yet instituted an enquiry 
into the case. The case has been brought to the notice of the public, and every- 
body knows who the offender is and who forged pension bills. If a man is 
let off after committing such a during offence, miscreants will be emboldened. 
Why is not the offender being prosecuted? Is it for the sake of the reputation 
of the office? If the Government thinks that convincing evidence is not 
available it is requested to compare the false pension bills with the books of 
Brown and Company, Auctioneers. : 


59. The same paper learns iat bg Inspector-Generalship of Bagistration 
ag was olfered to two comparatively new European 
ae rere of officers before it was offered to Babu Tarini Sates 


Ghosh. One of these two, Mr. C. T. Manson, 
refused the offer on account of ill health, and the other, Mr. E. MacLeod, who 


The new order relating to shoot- 
ing passes for r uropean soldiers. 


ment to the tune of Rs 18,000 under forged docv- | 
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is on famine duty, could not be spared. The offer would not have been made 
to Tarini Babu if a European had been got for the post. Is this not a great 
regret? Will not the prestige of the Government suffer if it ignores merit and 
ability and gives preference to complexion? It is a great pleasure that Tarini 
Babu has been appointed to the post. In future no native will perhaps be 
appointed to the post. Such partiality does not become Sir John Woodburn. 

60. The same paper writes that the decentralisation of the office of the 

Comptroller of Post office is producing very bad 

The decentralisation of —" results. The new arrangement has dissatisfied the 

of the Comptroller of Post Vice, = staff, and it is difficult to work with dissatisfied 

employés. The employés are so very dissatisfied that about 50 clerks from 

Delbi and 35 clerks from Nagpur have returned to Calcutta. This will no 

doubt tell upon the working of the Delhi and Nagpur offices. Force and 
compulsion do not always succeed. 

61. The same paper writes that the section-holders in the Government 

Printing works, India, are still being fined for the 
ee Printing Works, absence of the compositors under them, Babu 
_— Kedarnath Das has been fined Rs. 17-8; Babu 
Tinkari Das Rs. 14-12; and Babu Sarat Chandra Basu Rs. 8. (n the Ist 
January last there ought to have been 5,180 compositors on the list. Where 
have three or four thousand compositors gone? In the Press one batch of com- 
positors work from 7 a.m to 2 Pp M., and another batch from 1 P.M. to 8 P.M., yet 
in the register they are all shown to be present from 10 am.toop.m. This 
falsification of the register may some day or other defeat the ends of justice 
by enabling a press employé who has committed an offence to escape scotfree 
by pleading alidr. | 

62. The Bangubanahu [Chandernagore| of the 28th April contains a 

Bengali translation of the English translation of a 
A native on the Government's vernacular letter published in the Pioneer, The 

sie asta following is an English translation of the Banga- 
bandhu’s Bengali translation :— 

I fail to understand why the innocent ‘Indian people have forfeited the 
kindness of the British Government and are being punished for the plague. If 
it is really the intention of the Government not to let the natives live in India, 
its purpose will be better served by setting every town, every village on fire, 
If it is also the intention of the Government to deprive the pvor Indian people 
even of their handful of rice, it will be better to rob them of all they possess 
instead of burning them alive on the excuse of plague, When suttee was in 
vogue in the country, only a very few widows burnt themselves on the funeral 
pyres of their husbands, but the kind-hearted British Government, moved by 
this destruction of life, passed a law to abolish that practice But now we see 
the plague doctors of Bombay and Calentta burning thousands of people alive 
without the Government taking any notice of their conduct. Slavery is pro- 
hibited by the English law, but hundreds of men, women, and children are 
being daily carried to the houses of the plague doctors to serve them as slaves. 
After this no generous person would say that slavery is prohibited in this 
country, If the guardians of these people goto the plague doctors, they 
are told that their relatives have died. The houses of respectable people are 
being burnt and their property openly looted by the police and the plague 
doctors. If it is true that the plague patients are medically treated, how is 
it that none of them are cured? Now, all this has been taking place the last 
four years. Does this not prove that the Government has no other motive 
than to kil) the natives by administering poison to them? There is a plague, 
of course, in evidence, but the doctors are quite ignorant of its symptoms. 
Fever, cold, bowel-complaints, all are regarded as symptoms of plague. The 
people are being harassed by the plague, but instead of listening to their 
grievances, the Government punishes those who dare to bring these grievances 
to its notice. Is this not injustice? Of the Europeans, the English are famous 
for their charity and kind-heartedness. } 

Let me cite an instance of plague oppression, A friend of mine was 
extremely ill-treated. His wife and daughter were brought down from the train 
and burnt alive. Let Gd judge whether these people were really stricken with 
plague, or whether they were forcibly burnt. When the authorities hear of 
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such occurrences, they boast instead of being sorry. Children are snatched: away 
from the arms of their mothers and burnt in the hospital, and the mothers rend 
the. skies with their Jamentation. Native ladies belonging to respectable 
families are placed in the hospital, and. their friends and relatives are not 
allowed to see them,. So long the Indian people had not incurred the dis- 


pleasure of the.Government,. but it now appears that. the chief object of the — 


Government is to insult the Indian people, to diminish their number, and to 
fill the public exchequer with their property. ree 
68. Referring to the circular issued by the Viceroy probibiting European 
_ soldiers from hunting with guns, the Bharat Mitra 
ade, Suse s. teen! hunting [Calcutta] of the 30th April observes that Lord 
ey urzon.has by this means saved the lives of many 
Indians. Thanks to Lord Curzon for this act of kindness. 
64. The same paper has heard some Musalmans say that if the term of 
“ Varna ea pr gee | may og 4 r obbagr " oo he 
The proposed substitution of the = will substitute the Hindi character for the Persian 
ee a. ee language of the North-Western 
Provinces. The writer observes that the Musalmans should not understand 
that it. is Sir Antony MacDonnell, who is going to introduce this change. 
Everyone knows that the Persian character is doing much harm to the people 
of those provinces. It is sure to disappeur from the courts whether Sir 
Antony remains in office or not, 
65. The same paper is sorry that Babu Monmath Nath Mitra was fined 


Rs. 21 for not supplying the Government of Bengal 


The law regarding the regis- with a copy of Sri Mad Bhagavadgita lalely printed 
pica vis and ublished by his press. eau. the. overn- 
ment used to buy two copies of every book printed in Bengal. But some 
scoundrals having cheated the Government by charging unduly high prices 
for their books, the Government has discontinued paying for these books. 
This measure is calculated to discourage the growth of literature. The Govern- 
ment ought not to withdraw its bounty for a single instance of dishonesty. 


VI.—MISCELLANEOUS. 


66. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 27th April writes that complaints 
aes es are being constantly heard against the Mohanta 
The Mohanta of Sarakeswar. — of Tarakeswar. The Mohanta has purchased landed 
property in the Jahanabad subdivision of the Hooghly district, and. is 
ill-treating his raiyats. It will be a great regret if all this istrue. It is hoped 
that the Mohanta will mend his ways. | 


Urrya Papers, 


67. The Sambalpur Hitaishint [Bamra) of the 4th April is sorry to notice 
Quik detter's that a class of quack doctors under the pseudonym 
of sahebs deceive the public by selling medicines 
which are of doubtful value, and as these quacks are neither intelligent nor 
educated, their practice, unless effectually checked, may in time affect the 
public health. 
68. Referring to the immense loss.of aa 2 ne . gr es ore the 
same paper advises the local Gorakshins Sabha to 
pany © tt fo Cee take all sahuastl steps to put a stop to their 
‘slaughter, to establish cattle-sheds in different parts of the district for their 
maintenance, shelter and treatment, and toapply to the Government to help them 
in the matter. | 
69. Adverting to the practice of the Sambalpur authorities to sell off the 
fruits of Government mango trees to the public at 
The traits £8 Rovennteess men © moderate prices, the same paper suggests that as 
distributed among the local poor. tbe mango crop has turned out to be a good one, 
and as the distress among the poor is very great, 
_ these fruit trees should be made over to the residents of the villages in which 
they are situated, so that they may support their families and children for some 
more days. | , 


A 
sh 
bs 

, id 
Ly 

at 
as 
a 
oe” 
a 
; 2 A 
+ oh 
oa 
JF 
ae 
ae 
Lia 
ME 
1 sa 
¥,. 
‘g 
iS) 
a 
ts % 
6. te 
ees 
hy 
oe 

a 

% 
f 
4 

? 


BuaRaT Mitra, | ' 


April 30th, 1900. 


BHARAT Mitra, 


BHARaAT MiTRa, 


Hiravant, 
April 27th, 1900. 


SaAMBALPUR 
HITaIsHuINY, 


April 4th, 1900. 


Sa MBALPUR 
HiT aIsHINI. 


SaAMBALPUR 
HITaISHINI. 


_ 5 eli. pte 
Sec ae Apel 


HrvaisHim, 
April 4th, 1900. 


Ss MBALPUR 
Hata isHIni. 


UTKALDIPIEA, 
April 7th, 1900. 


URIYa AND 


NaVasSaMVAD, 
April 17th, 1900. 


SAMVaDVAHIEA, 
April 5th, 1900, 


UTKALDIPIKA, 
April 14th, 1900. 


UTKaLDIPIKA. 


( 360 ) 


The famished people in the Central Provinces having taken to 

¢ Pvarions sorts of fruits, roots and leaves, which ate 
Plague appreheoded as a result not generally eaten human , the same 
of the of leaves, Sc bY  aner apprehends that the much-talked of plague 
ee may at last make its appearance in that province. 
71. The sanie paper thanks Mr. R. C. Dutt for the kindness with which 
} he has brought the high land assessment of the 

High land assessments in the (.ntra) Provinces to the notice of the Vi 


Central Provinces. 


| 
) praying for a settlement of easier terms, without 
which no landed interests can ever prosper. or 
72. The Utkaldipika Cuttack ] of the 7th April is sorry to notice that 
great discontent has been caused among the 
Mr. BL. He ee educated natives ° in to the injustice done to 
Mr. B. L. Gapt referring his junior, Mr. Handley, for a temporary vacan 
in the ton caused by Mr. Hill’s going on furlough, the claim of 


Mr. Gupta being undoubtedly prior and stronger. The writer hopes that the 
Government will sevure the good-will of the educated classes by righting this. 
injustice in some other bf | 
73. The Uriya and Navasamvad [Balasore] ofj the 17th April learns with 
" ‘ iid se te cs coe delight ney the ae nay vg —— oe the 
lative Rejas of Madras contri- meeting held at Berhampur for the relief of the 
— Soules sieleheen , under the presidency of the local 
District Judge, the native Rajas of Madras made handsome donations for the 
noble purpose of the meeting. Among the most-liberal donors are mentioned 
the names of His Highness the Raja of Parlakhimidi, the second Prince of 
Parlakhimidi, the Raja of Khallikote and Athgur, the zamindars of Sankhemdi, 
Manjusa and Dharakote, and Mr. Taylor, the local Collector. It is hoped that 
the Committee will be in a position to raise further subscriptions from the local 
magnates. 
74, The Samvadvahika Spgeneee of the 5th April regrets to observe that 
i se the newly-appointed European station master of the 
station master of  Belasne t, Balasore station has created great disgust and dis. 
railway passengers, &c. content among the people by his rude and indiscri- 
| minate conduct towards all persons, high or low, 
and that the capitalists of the place convenéd a public meeting in which they 
resolved not to send their pt by railway. The writer hopes that the railway 
authorities will make a prompt and minute enquiry into the matter for the 
benefit of the Railway Company and the people. | 
75. Referring to the proposed bifurcation of studies in the higher 
ss Utacnitien oh — schools of Bengal, the Utkaldipika [Cuttack } 
+ eee ae of the 14th April has found reasons to fear that the 
proposed scheme has a direct tendency to put down high education and to 
slacken pupil’s efforts for the acquisition of sound knowlege. The writer 
me that the necessary consequences of the system, if introduced, will be 
that the country will be filled with men of low education and the sight will be a 
degrading one to look at. The writer adds that, although we are ever pressing 
the Government to procure us greater advantages in commercial education, 
which is the only remedy for the chronic: poverty of the country, yet we are 
in no Way prepared to give our support to such a scheme as this. 
76. Relying on its Bentkar correspondent, Babu rag Mahanti, the 
co same paper writes that the inhabitants of. that 
ate aemaatiy ‘a 0 villege news important and populous village near the Cuttack 
' town have been suffering from scarcity of water 
for many past, that some prominent men of the village have made peti- 
tions to the District Board of Cuttack for the repairs of a big tank in that 


village, and that the local authorities ought to grant this reasonable prayer. 


CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 
Bengali Transiaior, 


Bencaut Transiator’s Or:ice, 
The 5th May 1900. 
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